
Four-Chambered Bat House 
Installation Instructions for the Okanagan Region 

Congratulation!  You’re about to help bats by providing them with much needed habitat.   

Bat Facts: 

• Bats are an essential component of healthy ecosystems and provide important control of agricultural and   

forest insect pests as well as flying insect populations.    

• There are 15 bat species in the Okanagan.  All of them eat insects and some spiders.  None eat fruits. 

• Half of our bat species are considered to be “at risk” due to habitat loss, intentional extermination, wind     

turbines, pollution, climate change, and White-nose syndrome (WNS), a devastating disease that is               

decimating bat populations in the eastern parts of North America.  A bat house is a great way to enhance   

habitat for bats in your backyard.    

• A bat house is a structure designed to provide bats with a  warm, dry and safe summer roost site.  In the fall, 

they will leave the bat house in search of winter habitat to hibernate.   

Please follow the installation instructions attached for best results.  In summary, the Okanagan is hotter than  

other parts of BC, so our bat boxes are  stained a medium to light shade or left as natural wood.  Install your bat 

box 12’ to 20’ high, the higher the better.  Face it due SE so it gets 6-8 hours of direct sun, with afternoon shade.  

DO NOT face your bat box due west or SW, as it will get too hot in the Okanagan. 

There is still much to learn about how bats determine which roost is most suitable, so if you’re bat house is not 

occupied after two summers, then try moving it to a different location.   Monitor occupancy in summer by looking 

for bat guano (poop) under the bat house or observing the bat house at dusk (for 1 hour after sunset) to see if any 

bats fly out.   

Other things you can do to help bats: 

• Register your bat box with the BC Community Bat Program.  www.bcbats.ca. 

• Participate in the annual BC Bat Counts.   If you have a bat box, then all you have to do is sit outside on a nice 

evening for an hour after sunset, and count bats emerging from your bat box.  For instructions, go to 

www.bcbats.ca. 

• Keep cats indoors.   House cats will capture and kill bats.   Keep both bats and cats safe by keeping cats in-

doors, especially after sunset.  If your cat comes into contact with a bat, please contact your veterinarian. 

• Do not handle bats.  If you find a bat on the ground, let it be.    If it’s not possible, then gently encourage it to 

climb onto a stick or branch and place it high on a tree.   Alternatively, capture it in a cloth bag or old pillow-

case and hang it high on a tree.  Leave the bag open so it can climb out and fly off at night. 

Email: Okanagan@bcbats.ca  

Tel. 1-855-922-2287 ext. 13 

www.bcbats.ca 

THANK YOU!  Our bat boxes are made by our volunteer carpenter, Bill Taylor.   All proceeds go towards materials for more bat boxes and 

towards helping bats.   We also wish to thank Windsor Plywood and Home Hardware in Penticton for their support.  



Installation Instructions for the Okanagan 

Multi-chambered bat houses such as this one work best when installed on buildings. Wood, brick or stone build-

ings with proper sun exposure are excellent choices, and houses mounted under eaves are often successful. Bat 

houses mounted on buildings with metal siding are seldom used.  

If you do not have an east or south facing wall on a building that meets the criteria below, then you can install the 

bat house on a tall wooden post or metal pole.   Installation on trees is not as good, as predators can more easily 

access the bats.   If installing on a tree, ensure that you limb the tree branches below and above the bat house, in 

order to increase sun exposure and decrease predation. 

 

Ensure the bat house is: 

• Mounted at 12—20 feet above the ground if possible.  It can be 

mounted as low as  3 metres/10 feet above ground.  Ensure 

there are no bushes or other structures under the bat box that 

could obstruct their ‘flyway’. 

• Located in a sunny location on the east or south facing side of 

your house. Bat houses work best with at least 6-8 hours of di-

rect sunlight (if only partial day sun is available--morning sun is 

preferable).    Make sure the bat box is shaded in the late after-

noon as they get too hot during Okanagan summers.   

• Not lit by bright lights.   Avoid installing bat box near porch or 

security lights.  

• Not installed above doors or windows where guano will fall or 

accumulate in an inconvenient location.  

 

Bats may find bat houses more quickly if they are located along for-

est or water edges where bats tend to fly. However, they should be 

placed at least 20 to 30 feet from the nearest tree branches, wires or 

other potential perches for predators. 

Most bat nursery colonies choose roosts close to a stream, river or 

lake. Greatest bat-house success has been achieved in areas of di-

verse habitat, especially where there is a mixture of varied agricul-

tural use and natural vegetation.   

Bat houses can be installed at any time of the year, but they are 

more likely to be used during their first summer if installed before 

the bats return in spring. When using bat houses in conjunction with 

excluding bats from a building, install the bat houses before the ac-

tual eviction if possible.  

 

Clean out your bat box  in the late fall or winter, once the bats are 

gone.  Remove wasp nests.  Spray the inside of the box with water.   

12 - 20 ft 








